
 Jessa Edwards
I am thrilled to be nominated as a candidate for the 
Alternatives Board of Directors. The services and programs 
offered here are particularly important for those in Ithaca 
who are underserved and marginalized, and giving 
community members a say in guiding and expanding those 
offerings is truly vital.

As a resident here since 2006 I have worked variously as 
library staff, art director, graphic and web designer, and 
fine artist, and have at different points experienced both 
financial precarity and relative comfort. I have chaired or 
been a contributing member of various Cornell University 
Library committees and working groups, have volunteered 
as a Greenstar super worker, and am currently dedicating 
organizing energy to Artist Alley, a growing arts community 
on South Hill.

Year to year as I have put down deeper roots in Ithaca I’ve 
relished the many idyllic aspects of our little town, but its 
inequities and complacencies have also become increasingly 
apparent to me. I’m interested in how Alternatives can best 
reach out to and meaningfully include those communities 
most often harmed by less scrupulous financial institutions.

I take seriously the trust placed in me by this nomination, 
and appreciate the opportunity if elected to offer my 
perspective, my enthusiasm, and whatever other talents I 
can bring to the role.

 Kenneth McLaurin, Jr.
I graduated from Morehouse College in Atlanta with a 
Liberal Arts Degree. I spent 12 years internationally leading 
community-based programs focused on servicing a wide 
range of needs for individuals, families and communities. I 
have been a part of our Ithaca community since 2011, and 
recently served as the Interim Executive Director of Southside 
Community Center. Currently I am working with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension as a Financial Management Educator.  
In that role I heled partner with Alternatives’ Student Credit 
Union to organize “Mad City Money” on multiple occasions, a 
hands-on financial simulation for students.

I joined the Credit Union Board in 2016 and was elected by 
the Board as its Secretary in 2017.  I also serve on the Member 
Experience Committee of the Board. I gladly volunteer my 

time in furtherance of my strong interest in economic justice, 
fighting poverty, and helping the unbanked and underserved. 

 Brian DeYoung
In  California  I joined my first Credit Union, right out of high 
school. My first new truck loan was at that credit union. I 
learned about the personal service that a credit union gives. 
I moved to NY and  became a member of Alternatives when 
they were still on State St..
 
I was not an active member for many years, but then 
decided to come in to learn more. I joined the board to help 
make some changes, and I am very pleased with the staff, 
leadership team, board and the direction of the credit union.

Now I am ecstatic and impressed with our credit union, and I 
feel like a one man ambassador for Alternatives.

As a Realtor, business owner, homeowner, and board 
volunteer, I hope to increase the membership of the credit 
union and contribute to the stability of the valuable resource 
we have—a community credit union.

In the course of my work day I frequently suggest to people 
they come open an account, so that they start to get to 
know Alternatives, and how we can be there for them when 
they need us. I have been pleased to have clients and friends 
report back to me that they are now a member. One of my 
goals for 2019 is to increase the number of Realtors and home 
buyers that consider Alternatives during their buying process. 
Regardless of how you vote, I strongly encourage you to 
become more active at the credit union.

Whatever your current level of activity and participation, look 
a little deeper and find out what we offer, and what we can 
do for you, and what you can do for the community. Consider 
asking about a committee position.

Please do vote. Every single option is a good one, we have 
a fantastic board with wonderful choices, you simply cant 
go wrong, but, participation is important, and we value your 
input, and your vote.

 Jennifer Forbes
I became a resident of Ithaca, NY in 2012 after graduating 
from Cornell University. The years following my graduation, 
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I’ve served on the Board of Directors for MRC, Loaves and 
Fishes, and the Early HeadStart/HeadStart Council for 
Tompkins County. 

Originally, I started out as an economic major because it 
always made sense to me that I would be providing sound 
advice and advocacy in the realm of finance, as a career. 

A couple years into my major, I volunteered at CCE and 
performed research around food insecurity and local farms. 
I also volunteered at Southside Community Center, where I 
encountered even more forms of insecurity on a local level. 
I changed my major to American Studies, to understand 
more about the plight of America as a whole and focused on 
American institutions such as Congress, American education, 
and prisons. There is so much more to understanding life on 
a micro level, before being able to comprehend it on a macro 
level. I consider myself educated enough to understand the 
power in research. However, I also consider myself insecure 
enough to understand the plight of the everyday American 
citizen.

I feel all people should have an understanding of their 
financial health, but can understand how “life” gets in the 
way of that. Many people aren’t able to take the time to 
simply get a handle on their own finances and resources, 
let alone make the time to consider the plight of their 
community as a whole! However, these voices make up 
the majority of the community that we live in. Yes, most 
of Tompkins county is educated with assets that could 
progress them into larger realms of financial wealth and 
security. However, how many of these people have the time, 
money, and resources to actually seek the education needed 
to catapult their lives into a thriving existence? All people 
want to thrive, and strive for their dreams. However, many 
are unable to get from point A to point B because of the 
way life is structured. I want to be a voice for them. I have 
the ability to understand decisions that can affect many 
people on a macro level, but I am still existing and struggling 
with the things people must conquer on a micro level. I feel 
Alternatives offers a bridge for this community to be able 
to transition from living and existing on a micro level, to 
producing and thriving on a macro level, and I would love to 
be a part of that change. 

I thank you for your consideration to become a member 
of the Board of Directors for Alternatives, and truly look 
forward to hearing from you.

 Jim Fravil
I have considered it a privilege to serve as a director since 
1996 with some of the most caring and concerned people for 
social and economic justice in very troubling times. Over this 
time along with excellent employees and board members 
we have taken on some large economic issues before it was 
fashionable and positioned the credit union for addressing 
those issues. 

In recent times the credit union have become much more risk 
adverse which is probably appropriate as it has grown to a 
size where there is now much more to lose. The most difficult 
external issue is who we look to serve. Where we once looked 
to the underserved population, I now think this group is being 
served much better than previously by the likes of Wal-Mart 
and other mass marketers who have many low income people 
as a captive audience and we cannot compete with on a price 
or convenience basis. 

The area that needs attention is the unbanked and more 
desperately the newly unbankable, a group created by our 
fiscal meltdown burdened with unpaid debts and judgments 
and marginally or totally unemployed operating in the cash 
world and underground economy. The long term effect on 
them and their children and the community is easily seen 
from my front door. Poverty does not hide well in the rural 
areas to which I am accustomed. These people need a path to 
come back to our world. I believe we need to recapture a little 
of the ‘fire in the belly’ for such issues while continuing our 
current initiatives.

The other big issue is income inequality. This I find extremely 
troubling with no easy answers. Creation of wealth for 
individuals and the community comes from the formation 
of assets into income producing ways. Without access to 
capital for all levels of society, the lowest levels will stagnate. 
The credit union needs to continue its business and personal 
education programs and business lending.

My wife and I have lived and farmed in Lodi since 1980. We 
have been credit union members since 1983.I was previously 
a commercial bank officer and Commercial and Agriculture 
lending officer in what was a small locally owned bank. I 
have an excellent working knowledge of bank operations, 
accounting, and regulatory issues. Selfishly I love the credit 
union or more appropriately its people.
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2019 Board of Directors Election

To vote online, head to the “News and media” link under the “Social 
Responsibility” tab on alternatives.org.
New board members to be announced at our Annual Meeting.

Wednesday, June 19, 2019
6:00pm - 9:00pm

The Space@ GreenStar
700 W. Buffalo St.
Ithaca, NY 14850

Special guests include:
Keynote Speaker: Bill Myers, Alternatives Founder
Ithaca Mayor: Svante Myrick

A great selection of hors d’oeuvres, along with a cash bar will be available. Plenty of parking is onsite. We hope to see you there! 
Thank you for allowing us to serve you for 40 amazing years!

RSVP at 2019 Annual Meeting by June 11, 2019 

Official Mail Ballot: 2019 Board of Directors
Directors for Alternatives Federal Credit Union will be elected by mail, online ballot and a ballot box will be available
at the branch. The four candidates with the most votes will serve regular three-year terms. One primary account
member, one vote—even if you sign on more than one account. In order to validate your ballot, please complete the
ballot with name, account number and signature. Incomplete ballots will not be counted. Ballots will be opened and
tabulated by the Tellers of Election.

Confidentiality is assured. Ballots may be submitted online, mailed or dropped off in the lobby ballot box. Please do
not enclose deposits, loan payments, or any other correspondence with your ballot. You may vote for up to four
candidates. All ballots must be received by June 14, 2019. Results will be announced at the Annual Meeting on
June 19, 2019.

  Jessa Edwards   Brian DeYoung   Jim Fravil
  Kenneth McLaurin, Jr.   Jennifer Forbes

________________________    __________________________   ___________________________________
Account number                    Name    Member signature

https://greenstar.coop/the-space/
http://bit.ly/2GIAj3B
https://campaign.documatix.com/DM/DPS/Events/Registration?GUID=qrjySiv7MEe0VzR7ZccpjQ
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