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Welcome to our new newsletter!
Discover all the exciting things that have happened since our last newsletter. Below, you'll find
member-focused news, featuring great stories about our valued members, businesses, and
community partners from the past few months. Happy reading!
Share this email:

On Sat. Oct 19, Alternatives Federal Credit Union was the Presidential Sponsor of the Inaugural
“Taste of Soul” event. It was wonderful to work in partnership with our former Board Member
Kenneth McLaurin (Comedy on the Commons) and member Elbonee La'Trece Stevenson
through their business "Singing Notes and Slinging Jokes," as well as to interact with the
caterers Sophia King (Sophia's Sweets), Avis Frasier (Urban Blendz), and Candace Foster (Nu
Spice Catering). "Taste of Soul" Ithaca brought together local black, African, and African
American chefs from diverse cultural backgrounds together to celebrate and honor the richness
and diversity of our community through cuisine. Click through to the photo gallery below!

More event photos

Happy Student Credit Union member, Santiago, getting his deposit ready at home! Thanks to
Santiago's mom, Paula, for sending in these great photos.
Is your child developing financial skills through our Student Credit Union? Joining is easy!
Learn more

Do you need handmade, local, one-of-a-kind gifts this holiday season? Support your fellow
members in a one-stop shop this December!
Read more to see our Holiday Market schedule, and follow us on Facebook to stay up to date
throughout the month!
Read more

We’re pleased to introduce brand new Kasasa HIGH INTEREST, CASH BACK products for our
new and existing members! With no monthly maintenance fee or balance requirements, and up
to $25/month reimbursement for ATM withdrawal fees, Kasasa has a number of great features
and products. Check it out!
Learn more about Kasasa

Alternatives Federal Credit Union and Planned Parenthood of the Southern Finger Lakes have
joined forces to bring our community one of the first programs in the United States specifically for
transgender and non-binary community members. The TransAction Financial Empowerment
Program provides access to funds to support gender affirmation-without the risks of high-interest
credit or predatory lenders.

Learn more and apply today

Visa has begun rolling out a new online payment experience built on the latest industry
standards.
In early 2020, Visa Checkout, which saves your Visa debit card in a mobile wallet for easy
payment, will fully transition to Visa Secure Remote Commerce.
Read more

In its vibrant third year, She Means Business, which is designed to offer week-long
entrepreneurial training to 13-16 year-olds identifying as young women, was a rousing success.
Co-founded by Kathleen Clark, Business Development Manager and Beverly Wallenstein, Girls
Mean Business Founder, She Means Business is a collaboration between Alternatives’ Business
CENTS and Wallenstein’s Girls Mean Business. This inspirational program is designed to teach
entrepreneurial skill-building to a younger audience.
Read more

On Sat. Oct. 19, Alternatives Federal Credit Union was proud to be a sponsor of two events: the
Sophie Fund's 4th Annual Cupcake Baking Contest (to benefit mental health advocacy initiatives
in Tompkins County) and Taste of Soul (a celebration of soul food and black, African, and African
American chefs from our local community). Read more to learn about these two great events!

Read more
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